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EMU's Citino ranked #1 professor in the country
German history isn't just a course that Robert
Citino teaches. It's his livelihood and passion.
That passion and his love of teaching have
now paid off for the Eastern Michigan
University professor.
Citino, 49, was recently named the highest
rated professor in America by
ratemyprofessors.com, an online student
rating services.
The first RateMyProfessors.com Top 50
Rankings lists featured Citino as the "highest
rated and hottest college professor."
"I don't know if I'm even the best teacher in
Ypsilanti, but this is quite pleasing," said
Citino, an internationally known military
historian. "I found out about the honor from a
student and then it appeared in USA Today."
Students cited Citino for his lectures and
enthusiasm. A few comments were "I love it
when he lectures because he makes it
interesting;" "He keeps you interested and
makes me want to learn more when class is
CITINO RATES: Robert Citino, an
over;" and "He's an excellent professor. He
Eastern Michigan University
has impeccable lectures and is extremely
professor, was recently named the
helpful outside of the classroom. No one at
highest rated professor in America by
EMU should miss the opportunity to take one
ratemyprofessors.com
of his classes."
More on this story...
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German history isn't just a course that Robert Citino teaches. It's his
livelihood and passion. That passion and his love of teaching have now
paid off for the Eastern Michigan University professor.
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EMU's Citino ranked #1
professor in the country
By Pamela Young

Citino, 49, was recently named the highest rated professor in America by
ratemyprofessors.com, an online student rating service.
The first RateMyProfessors.com
Top 50 Rankings lists featured
Citino as the " highest rated and
hottest college professor."
"I don't know if I'm even the
best teacher in Ypsilanti, but
this is quite pleasing," said
Citino, an internationally known
military historian. "I found out
about the honor from a student
and then it appeared in USA
Today."
Students cited Citino for his
lectures and enthusiasm. A few
comments were " I love it when
he lectures because he makes it
interesting;" "He keeps you
interested and makes me want
to learn more when class is
over;" and "He's an excellent
professor. He has impeccable
lectures and is extremely
helpful outside of the
classroom. No one at EMU
should miss the opportunity to CITINO RATES: Robert Citino, an
take one of his classes."
Eastern Michigan University
professor of history, was recently
"He is the best professor I have named the highest rated professor in
America by ratemyprofessors.com
ever seen," said Marty
Shichtman, professor of English
language and literature, who co-teaches a class with Citino. "He is
exceedingly smart, quick on his feet and very charismatic. He's also very
disciplined and organized, and the students love him."
The war years of 1939-1945 may seem long ago, said Citino, but there is
no doubt that students are interested in this time period.
His classes include "Hitler's Germany;" " Modern German History 1815 to
present," and "Culture and the Holocaust," which he teaches with
colleagues Joanna Scott, professor of political science, and Shichtman.
"Students select these classes. There is a huge interest in this era," said
Citino, who became interested in the period when he was younger. "I think
that generation is passing away and it affects students and adults. The
American perspective about that war was seen in black and white. It was

Although Citino spends a lot of time in the classroom, he's also an
internationally known author of eight books about the German military and
has appeared as an expert on the History Channel. His last four books
were featured as Books of the Month with the Military History Book Club
and the History Book Club.
"My scholarly field is what the German army brought to war. I try to
narrate events so a non-specialist can follow. I provide meat for the
scholars and good reading for everyone else," he said. "There were
dramatic changes in World War II. The German army uncorked a run of
victories not seen since Napoleon. It is still hard to wrap your mind around
it. Then, it fell apart in 1942 and it never won another appreciable victory."
Citino's latest book, "Death of the Wehrmacht: The German Campaigns of
1942," was recently released. He'll be signing copies of his book Nov. 9,
6:30 p.m., at the Motte Bailey Book Store, 212 N. Fourth Ave., in Ann
Arbor.
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Happy rubber duck
accident leads to
NOAA grant for EMU
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By Ward Mullens

When thousands of rubber ducks fell off of a cargo ship in the middle of the
Pacific Ocean in 1992, it had a ripple affect (pun intended).
More than 12 years later, Eastern Michigan University Professor Sandra
Rutherford is riding one of those waves to a five-year grant worth
$461, 000 from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA). The grant will help elementary school teachers put more science
in their classrooms.
"In 2003, I
was in
Australia
and there
was an
article in
the local
newspaper
about how
these
rubber
ducks were
landing
along the
beaches
and how
people
FLOATING DUCKS: Eastern Michigan University will
should
receive a five-year grant worth $461,000 from the
report
National Oceanicand Atmospheric Administration
finding the (NOAA). The grant will help elementary school teachers
ducks
put more science in their classrooms through a
because
children's book about rubber ducks that have been
they
floating in the Pacific Ocean since 1992. Graphic credit from
wanted to The London Daily Mail
see where the ocean surface currents were taking them," said Rutherford,
a professor in the geography and geology department.

r

Rutherford remembered the story of the rubber ducks, which kindled the
development of the idea for a grant proposal that was one of only five in
the nation to be funded by NOAA. this year.
Her proposal includes developing a children's book about the rubber ducks
that can be used by future teachers in the classroom to teach students
about the science of waves and surface currents. The books will be similar
to books developed by University Corporation for Atmospheric Research
(UCAR) for the GLOBE Web site. The books and lesson plans are free for
teachers to download (see http://www.globe.gov/elementaryglobe)
While there have been several fictional children's books written about the
rubber ducks, Rutherford said her children's book will include more science
accompanied by hands-on activities to help the students learn about the
science behind surface currents.
"Elementary teachers usually only teach science for about 20 mi'lutes,
three times a week, and many schools provide teachers with science kits to

help the"n, With t.'helr SClence CUr'l"ICUIUl11 1 KUlll�I IVIU �dlU, 1 llt: I..IIIIUlt:11 �
book will allow teachers to embed science into their language arts
curriculum and give them additional activities for their science curriculum."
Another major component of Rutherford's grant is that the pre-service
teachers in her earth science class at EMU will be taught how to use the
book and accompanying hands-on activities. The pre-service teachers also
will be taught more ocean science content and be introduced to Web sites
with data so they can develop other Great Lakes and ocean-related
activities. The pre-service teachers will then be tracked to their next
science class, biology; to student teaching, and then to their first job to
determine if their increased knowledge in ocean science translates into
greater student learning.
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EMU student to
make pro boxing
debut; receives
promotional support
from classmates

By Amy E. Whitesall
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Ed "Thoroughbred" Williams, an Eastern Michigan University junior
majoring in industrial distribution, will go pro Oct. 26, boxing in his
professional debut at the EMU Convocation Center
Bob Teehan, coordinator of EMU's industrial distribution program, has
turned the event into a professional debut of sorts for two of his classes as
well, encouraging students to apply what they've learned about marketing
and business relationships to help promote the fight.
Williams, of
Detroit, will
fight Mike
Fitzgerald, of
Battle Creek,
in a junior
welterweight
bout - part
of the
Convocation
Center's first
boxing event.
Fights start at
7:30 p.m.
Williams won
more than 50
fights as an
amateur.
" I didn't want GO THE DISTANCE: Ed "Thoroughbred" Williams, an
Eastern Michigan University junior majoring in
to force the
students to do industrial d istribution, d ebuts as a professional boxer
something, so Oct. 26 at the Convocation Center. Williams'
I said 'We can classmates, in classes taught by Bob Teehan, have
continue with applied their course knowledge into real-world use,
theory or we helping promote and market Williams' upcoming
can apply this fight.
stuff in the
real world and help a friend,"' Teehan said.
His students - Williams' classmates in the close-knit industrial distribution
program - took it from there.
Through the Professional Association of Industrial Distribution (PAID),
students in Teehan's relationships in wholesaling and industrial direct
response classes designed posters for the fight promoter. They also
worked with sororities and fraternities, and other campus groups to
publicize the fight and the Greek step show that shares the venue that
night.
Williams, 23, has been boxing as an amateur for six years. His
"Thoroughbred" nickname is a nod to his family's boxing history, in
particular his uncle, Duane Thomas, who was a WBC middleweight world
champion in 1985.

As a child, Williams remembers visits to Detroit's Kronk Gym and going to
a Christmas party at legendary boxing trainer and Kronk Gym founder
Emanuel Steward's house when he was six or seven years old. Seven-time
world champion Thomas Hearns was there, along with a host of boxing's
other household names. But to Williams, they were just his uncle's friends
from the gym; it would be several years before he understood their place
in boxing history.
It would be even longer before he laced up a pair of gloves. Though some
fighters start training as young as seven years old and his uncle started at
eight, Williams' mother - Thomas's sister - wouldn't let her son box until
he was 16. It started for Williams when he was in high school at Detroit
Denby, and his uncle started training to make a comeback
"I was playing high school basketball and I was on the cross country team,
so he'd get me to run with him," said Williams. "He showed me the hand
movements just a little and I was hooked from there. I purchased some
gloves and started training."
In six years fighting as an amateur, Williams took the silver medal at the
2004 National Ringside Tournament, won two state titles and two Detroit
Golden Gloves championships.
In the meantime, his life took a few unexpected turns. Williams became a
father after his freshman year at EMU. He left the university and went to
barber college. Now, in addition to school and training, he works at a
barber shop to support his daughter and pay his bills.
Williams' trainer, Kronk Gym's Javan "Sugar" Hill, said they considered
waiting until after the next Olympic cycle to start Williams' pro career, but
the timing wasn't right.
"He's more focused right now," said Hill."He's been boxing for quite some
time and there's nothing else for him to really accomplish as an amateur."
He's looking forward to starting fresh as a pro, though he knows the stakes
are high.
"When you're an amateur, you have room for error, he said. "Once you
turn pro, your slate is clean again, and you might be an amateur world
champion, you might be an Olympian and be nationally known, but you
can mess around and not make a dent in the pro world."
Though there's no knowing where Williams' boxing career will take him, he
starts his pro career with a lot of friends in his corner.
Teehan, a former businessman who's taught at EMU for just a year, likes
putting his students in real-world situations. Last winter, his account sales
class sold and promoted coffee for a local coffee shop. This venture,
though, hits much closer to home.
"The groups have had a lot of fun coming up with great ideas to promote
Eddie," said senior Bonnie Fitch, president of PAID. "It's rewarding because
he not only is a student at EMU, but he's also part our program, so we
want to lift up our guy and help him succeed."
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Eastern Michigan University has been given a 4. 5 out of 5 overall rating by
the Campus Climate Index.
Oct. 23, 2007 issue
Campus Climate
index Web site
recognizes EMU for
lesbian, gay,
bisexual,
transgendered
friendliness
By Ward Mullens

"I am honored that Eastern Michigan University received such a high score
on the Campus Climate Index and was recognized as being one of the most
LGBT-friendly campuses," said Kate Brindle, coordinator of the EMU LGBT
Resource Center. "EMU is truly a place where people work hard to ensure
that all students feel safe and welcome!"
The Campus
Climate Index
is an online
A FRIENDLY CLIMATE: Eastern Michigan U niversity
national
recently received a 4.5 out of 5 overall rating from
assessment
the Campus Climate Index, which rates how LGBT
tool that
friendly college campuses are.
provides
lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgendered (LGBT) students with information about
policies, programs and practices for universities and colleges across the
nation.

dex

Scores are awarded in 1 0 categories, including: sexual orientation, gender
identity/expression, LGBT policy inclusion, LGBT support and institutional
commitment, student life, academic life, housing and residence life,
campus safety, counseling and health, and recruitment and retention.
EMU received the highest scores (5 out of 5 stars) in the categories of
sexual orientation, gender identity/expression, support and institutional
commitment, student life, and counseling and health.
"We have a very open community at EMU," wrote a 1 9-year-old female.
"Students can see that there is support there, if they need it. A good
example of this is the Coming Out/Being Out Support Group, as well as the
multiple LGBT student organizations."
"EMU offers multiple opportunities for LGBT students. First, we have a fully
staffed, very active lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered resource
center on campus," said Brindle. "The LGBTRC advocates for and addresses
the needs of students, faculty and staff regarding issues related to sexual
orientation and gender identity."
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Eastern Michigan University's polymers and coatings technology students
won three awards at the recent International Coatings Expo and
Conference in Toronto, October 1-5.
Oct. 23, 2007 issue
EMU polymers,
coatings students,
faculty win national
awards

Through two oral and six poster presentations, EMU students showcased
their research accomplishments on the cutting-edge polymers and coatings
technologies.

By Pamela Young

Achin Goel, a graduate student; Ravi Joshi, a doctoral student; and Vijay
Mannari , associate p rofessor, school of engineering technology, Coatings
Research Institute, won the Alfred L. Hendry Award for the best student
paper. The students were awarded $ 1 , 000, and $500 was presented to
E M U . Goel and Joshi are from India.
"This year's Hendry award competition was especially tough and we
congratulate E M U 's students and faculty for outsta nding contribution to the
field of coatings" said Yasmin Sayed-Sweet, president, Federation of
Societies for Coatings Technology.
Dustin England, a graduate student from Bremen, Indiana, won second
place and $300 for his poster presentation, "Reversibly Po rating Coatings . "
The poster was co-authored b y graduate students Hong G u and Feng Ya n ,
a n d professor John Texter.
Sarjak Amin, a graduate student from India, won fourth place for his
poster presentation, "Comparison of Fe, Al and Mg Alloys via DC
Electrochemical Techniques." Co-authors were graduate students F. Floyd,
Sundaresan Avudaiappan, Chirag Patel, Askarali Thathajohnpasha and
Su meet Tatti, and Ted Provder, d i rector of the Coatings Research I n stitute .
"Participation i n the conference and recognition for their work gives
tremendous encouragement to our students. It also gives them a feel of
the industrial world and opportunities for networking," said M a n nari of
EMU's polymers and coating technology program. "The students were very
excited about their recognition and their wonderful experience."
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Wiki: n. A collaborative Web site whose contents can be edited by anyone
who has access to it.
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Thelma McAndless
visiting professor
headlines CAS
Lecture Series about
Wikipedia

By Kimberly
Buchholz

Wiki, meaning "quick" in Hawaiian, started in 1994 as an effort to better
facilitate the exchange of ideas between computer programmers and has
emerged largely as Wikipedia. com, an American Web-based encyclopedic
collaborative that grew from 1,000 articles in 2001 to an astounding 8.29
million articles in 253 languages to d ate.
Given the
volunteer
nature of
Wikipedia, the
Web site i s
often
criticized for
its amateurish
nature,
INI\UGUI\Al LECTUII.E: MARSHALL POE
lead ing often
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particularly in WIKIPEDIA WONKS: Eastern Michigan University's
College of Arts and Sciences hosts a Lecture Series,
the world of
"Wikipedia: The Democratization of Knowl edge or the
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(pictured above) presents "Wikipedia: Academia's
Those
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Eastern Michigan University's College of Arts and Sciences 2007-2008
lecture series, "Wikipedia: The Democratization of Knowledge or The
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"We are thrilled to host this lecture series, the first of its kind in the
nation," said Linda Schott, associate d ean, College of Arts & Sciences.
The series is free, open to the public and all but the first lecture will take
place in the Student Center Audi torium.
Russian historian and Wikipedia d evotee Marshall Tillbrook Poe kicks off
the series with "Wikipedia: Acad emia's Friend or Foe?" Thursday, Oct. 25,
7 p.m., room 201, Pray-Harrold.
Poe is the reci pient of the 2008 M. Thelma McAndless Distinguished Chair,
an endowed appointment bequeathed by former EMU English professor M.
Thelma McAndl ess. The endowed chair is d esigned to bring d i stinguished

artists and scholars in the humanities to the university. This year's
McAndless Scholar is sponsored by the department of history and
philosophy, and the department of English language and literature.
A professor of history at I owa State U niversity, Poe is the 2008 McAndless
Scholar and will be making periodic visits to EMU during the year.
He previously had fellowships at the Davis Center for Russian Studies
(Harvard University), the Institute for Advanced Study, and the H arriman
Institute for Russian Studies ( Columbia University). From 2002-2006, he
was a writer and analyst for The Atlantic Monthly.
Larry Sanger, former editor-in-chief of
Neupedia, and co-founder and chief
organizer of its successor, Wikipedia, will
present, "Wikipedia, Citizendium and the
Future of Online Collaboration," Thursday,
Feb. 7, 2008, at 7 p.m.
Sanger, who resigned from Neupedia and
Wikipedia in 2002, announced last year
the creation of Citizendium as an
alternative to the perceived flaws of the
Wikipedia system.

Sanger

Andrew Keen, British-American
entrepreneur, author and critic of Web
2.0, presents "The Dangers of Wikipedia,"
Thursday, March 6, 2008, at 7 p.m.

Keen is the author of the book, "The Cult
of the Amateur: How Today's Internet is Killing Our Culture." Keen has
taught at Tufts U niversity, Northeastern University and the University of
Massachusetts.
Katherine Walsh, Wikimedia editor and a member of
the board of trustees, will present a lecture topic (TBA)
April 10, 2008, 7 p.m.
Following each talk, Poe will engage each speaker in
what are expected to be lively and passionate
discussions on the various attributes and flaws of
Wikipedia.
"Our speakers represent a wide spectrum of opinion
regarding Wikipedia," said Schott. "It's a timely topic
that touches all disciplines."

Walsh
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United Way offers
many options for
donors

By Ron Podell

Greg Fleming gets emotional when he talks of the children he sees learning
and having fun at the Huron Valley Boys& Girls Clubs i n Ypsilanti. He also
knows all too well that tha safe and friendly environment for approximately
600 children i s often perched on the financial precipice.
" United Way provides 80 percent of our budget, which is wonderful . But,
it's a little frightening to be that dependent." said Fleming, president of the
Huron Valley Boys & Girls Club Advisory Council who also has a seat on the
board of the Boys & Girls Club of Southeastern Michigan. " But, thank God
for United Way. Without them, this club wouldn't exist."
Many other United Way
agencies in Washtenaw County
have similar needs and
concerns.
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A HELPING HAND:Ozone House is
call i n large numbers. "
dedicated to providing safety,
emergency shelter, transitional
Last year, 31 percent (626
housing and a continuum of support
employees) of the campu s
services to runaway, homeless and
participated. This year, no
at-risk youth in Washtenaw County.
overall campus participation
Ozone House is one of many United
goal has been set, said Jessica Way agency options from which EMU
"Decky" Alexander, a co-chair
employees can choose to donate.
of EMU's United Way campaign.
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"We are really encouraging departments and programs to set their own
goals this year," Alexander said.
In addition, Alexander, Hendrix and the third campaign co-chair, Dennis
Stolte, have set an overall goal for EMU to raise at least $ 1 10, 000 in
donations and hope for at least 30 Leadership Givers (there were 26 last
year who donated a minimum of $ 1 , 000). Last year's campaign raised
$106,043.
Through Oct. 19, EMU has raised $41.589 toward its goal and has

attracted 15 Leadership Givers, 21 Caring Club members and seven Labor
leaders, Alexander reported.
The American Red Cross is one of the more recognizable United Way
agencies in Washtenaw County. However, there are many more
organizations that merit consideration during the campaign.
The primary distributor of food in Washtenaw County, Food Gatherers,
gleans surplus food from more than 300 sources such as restaurants, food
retailers, food wholesalers and dormitories like EMU's Dining Services. By
providing food to more than 1 50 community programs, it supplies enough
food for more than 5,500 meals a day, mostly for families in need of food.
As a collective unit each year, EMU collects nonperishable and canned
goods for Food Gatherers at its annual Thanksgiving luncheon, which is
scheduled Nov. 13 this year. In addition, 50 cents from each ticket is
donated to Food Gatherers.
Washtenaw United Way agencies include:
Alzheimer's Association, Michigan Great Lakes Chapter; American Red
Cross, Washtenaw County Chapter; Ann Arbor Center for Independent
Living, Ann Arbor Community Center, Ann Arbor YMCA, Catholic Social
Services of Washtenaw County, Community Action Network, Community
Dental Center, The Corner Health Center, Dawn Farm, Food Gatherers, Girl
Scouts of the Huron Valley Council, Hemophilia Foundation of Michigan,
Hope Clinic, Housing Bureau for Seniors, Huron Valley Boys and Girls Club,
Ypsilanti Student Literacy Corps, Michigan Ability Partners, Michigan
Visiting Nurses, Motor Meals of Ann Arbor, Myasthenia Gravis Association,
Neighborhood Senior Services, Ozone House, Parents Together, Peace
Neighborhood Center, Perry Nursery School, SafeHouse Center, The
Salvation Army of Washtenaw County, Shelter Association of Washtenaw
County, SOS Community Services, Student Advocacy Center, Washtenaw
Association for Community Advocacy, Washtenaw Camp Placement and
Ypsilanti Meals on Wheels.
United Way community affiliates include: The Dexter Area Service
Association, Faith in Action, Milan Community Council, Aid in Milan, The
Saline Area Resource Center and Saline Area Social Service, Inc.
Please talk to your unit representative for more information about all of the
organizations or visit the Web site at www.wuway. org.
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EMU Class of 1957
to be honored at
Golden Years
Reunion Oct. 26
By Pamela Young

EMU HOME

Members of Eastern Michigan University's Class of 1957 will be guests of
honor at the EMU Advancement Division's Golden Years Reunion, Friday,
Oct. 26, at the Eagle Crest Golf Course clubhouse in Ypsilanti. The day will
begin with a brunch and reception at 10:30 a.m., followed by an induction
ceremony at 11: 1 5 a.m.
Other activities include a campus tour and class dinner,
followed by the 7 p.m. performance of "Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat" in EMU's Quirk
Theatre.
"This is a very special occasion and we look forward to
welcoming back this distinctive class. The Golden Years
Reunion is a wonderful opportunity to catch up with old
college friends, share memories and see how much
EMU's campus has changed over 50 years, " said Vicki
Reaume, executive director of alumni relations. "Having
Reaume
the alumni on campus during homecoming week is so
rewarding."
Friends and family are welcome to attend. Tickets for the brunch are $25
for members of the class of '57 and $35 for others. For more information,
or to R.S.V.P., contact the Office for Alumni Relations at (734) 487-0250 or
alumni. relations@ emich.edu
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Michigan Collegiate
Job Fair brings
employers, college
students together

By Ron Podell

Michigan employers are invited to take part in the 39th Michigan Collegiate
Job Fair (MCJF) Nov. 2, 9 a.m. to 3 p . m. , at Burton Manor, 27 7 7 7
Schoolcraft Road, in Livonia.
The MCJF i s sponsored by Eastern Michigan
University with the Michigan Association of
Colleges an d Employers. The job fair also is
promoted by more than 1 00 other two-year and
four-year higher education instituti ons.
One of the state's largest and long est-runn ing
job search events, the MCJF celebrates 19 years
of jump-starting careers b y drawing more than
1 ,000 seniors an d alumni from colleges and
universities throughout Michigan and its
surrounding areas.
Registration is on a first-come, first-served basis and sh ould be submitted
as soon as possible. For more information, call Lavonda Robin ette, EMU
Career Services, 4 8 7 -040 0. For more in formation about the MCJF, g o to
www. mcjf.org
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DISCO DUCKS: These Eastern Michigan University employees donned retro 70s and 80s tuxedos to
deliver Krispy Kreme donuts to Welch Hall the morning of Oct. 22. The "Disco Drop" was part of EMU's
Homecoming Week events. (pictured above, from left) Doug Dowdy, associate athletic director,
intercollegiate athletics; Art Timko, director, WEMU 89.1 FM; Derek DelPorto, men's head wrestling
coach; Mike Malach, a ssociate athletic director, adm inistration, intercollegiate athletics; J eff Koras,
assistant director for u niversity budget, business and finance; Todd Ohmer, assistant to the presid ent,
office of business and finance; Craig Fink, development director, intercollegiate athletics; and Eric
Ward, U niversity wellness coordinator; d elivered the donuts to Welch Hall for d isbursement to campus.
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J O SE P H AND THE AMAZING TECHNIC O L O R DREAMCOAT: J oseph is hugged by the children before
he is sent to prison in this scene from "Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat." The EMU
theatre production continues Oct. 25-27, 7 p.m.; and Oct. 28, 3 p.m, Quirk Theatre. A special
performances is scheduled Oct. 24, 10 a.m., for school groups. Tickets are $15 general admission, $12
for students, $9 for MAINSTAGE patrons and $6 for children ages 5-12. For tickets, call 487-2282, or
pick them up in person at the Convocation Center, Student Center ticket office or the Quirk Theatre
Box Office.
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"Flashback" Homecoming 2007 started Oct. 19 with the Homecoming Court voting and will culminate with a
number of tailgates and the Homecoming game against Western Michigan Saturday, Oct. 27, 3:30 p.m., at
Rynearson Stadium. Some key numbers througout Homecoming Week are as follows:
Krispy Kreme donuts delivered 1,500
Sets of disco beads 500
Football players bucking the Broncos to the ground

88

Homecoming activities and events More than 50
Disco balls in the Flashback Tent 34
Disco-decorated offices 14
Men in retro tuxes delivering Krispy Kreme donuts 1 2
Alumni staff members doing the hustle 9
Source: Office for Alumni Relations
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The following are news briefs about important activities and events happenin!
at Eastern Michigan University.
Oct. 23, 2007 issue
News Briefs
By Ron Pod ell
• Disco Drive
• Enjoy "Flashback"
Homecoming Week
• Seventh Annual
Alumn i Social
• Purchasing card
change
• H omecoming 2007
d ecorating contest
• Flu shot satellite
clinics offered
• Architectural
engineering firms
to vie for Mark
J efferson Science
Complex project
• Halloween concert
set for Oct. 26
• Explore Eastern
scheduled act. 27
• Budget information
available
• Thanksgiving
d inner tickets on
sale
• Healthcare rates
for riders

• Disco Drive: The Homecoming
Committee is sponsoring "Disco Drive,"
a food d rive in support of Food
Gatherers. There are many ways
faculty, staff and students can get
involved. Bring a can to the Oct. 25
pep rally for a chance to win an iPod.
Drop-off locations are at Pray-Harrold,
the Student Center, Halle Library, Mark
J efferson and at the Homecoming
game against Western Michigan Oct.
27. Non -perishables, canned goods,
noodles, breakfast foods and snacks
are sought. Teams can sign up at
http ://www. emich.edu/vision/mss.html
• Enj oy " Flashback" Homecoming
FOOD FOR THOUGHT: The
Week: Dust off those platform shoes
and Members Only jackets; the 1970's Homecoming Committee is
sponsoring "Disco Drive," a
and 1980's are back! The celebration
food drive in support of Food
continues this week through the big
Gatherers.
football game and beyond Saturday,
Oct. 27, when the Eagles kick off against the Western Michigan Broncos,
3: 30 p.m. at Rynearson Stadium. For a complete schedule of events, go
to www.emich.ed u/homecoming.
• Seventh Annual Staff Alumni Social: Are you an Eastern 'vlichigan
grad uate who works at EMU? Come celebrate your flashback spirit at this
year's Staff Alumni Social, hosted by the Office for Alumni Relations. This
event is sched uled Tuesday, Oct. 23, 4-6 p.m., University House. Light
refreshments will be provid ed. Business casual attire. Limited parking is
available at University House. Add itional parking is available at
Convocation Center Lot C. To R.S.V.P. , contact the Office for Alumni
relations, 487-0250, or e-mail alumni.relations@ emich.ed u.
• Purchasing card change: The University has changed banks for the
Purch asing Card program. Existing Comerica Purchasing Cards are valid
through the end of October. The purchasing d epartment will d istribute
new JP Morgan Chase Purchasing Cards Friday, Oct. 26, 9- 1 1 a.m.,
Student Center Aud itorium, and 1 -3 p.m. , Halle Aud itorium. The format
will includ e an overview of the new program, user information gathering,
Comerica card collection and d istribution of Chase cards. If you are
unabl e to attend one of the sessions, cards will be available a t the
purchasing department Monday, Oct. 29. New cards will be issued only tc
the cardholder id entified on the card. Add itionally, training for d etails
about online access to card hold er account information for all cardholders
and approvers is required. Training sessions will be offered by ICT
training services. For information, contact Cynthia Palombit, purchasing
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Homecoming 2007
d ecorating contest: The
Office for Alumni Relations wil
host the popular Homecoming
Decorating Contest again this
year. Gather your colleagues
, and compete against other
offices by showing off your
EMU spirit.
Departments/offices may
participate in one of two
categories: best office or best
office door. Judging will take
:::.......
__J place Oct. 24. Winners will
_________
receive a monetary donation
GET IN THE SPIRIT: The office for Alumni
to the department's general
Relations hosts the popular Homecoming
fund,
free office lunch and
Decorating contest again this year. ( above)
possession
of the winner's
The College of Tecnology, located
in Sill Hall won last year's door d ecorating plaqu e for one year.
Registration forms have been
contest. '
distributed in campus mail
bags. For more information, contact the Office for Alumni Relations, 4870250.
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• Flu shot satellite clinics offered: University Health Services is offering
EMU employees the opportunity to be proactive and keep themselves
healthy today. Flu shots are available at satellite locations on the
following dates and times: Wednesday, Oct. 24, 11 a.m. to 1 p. m. , room
104, Student Center; Monday, Oct. 29, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., room 473,
College of Business; and Monday, Nov. 5, 11 a.m. to 1 p. m., fourth floor,
media center, Pierce Hall. Cost is $30 per person. Payment options at
satell te clinics include check, student account or faculty/staff payroll
deduction. For more information, call 487 -1122.
• Architectural engin eering firms to vie for Mark Jefferson Science
Complex project: The Mark J efferson Science Complex Executive
Committee and Advisory Committee will host architectural engineering
firm interviews Friday, Oct. 26, 201 Welch. The EMU community is i nvitee
to attend. Each interview will be two hours, with the first hour consisting
of the firms' presentation and the second hour serving as a question-and·
answer session. The schedules are as follows: Harley Ellis Deveraux,
11: 3 0 a.m. to 12:45 p.m; Holibird & Root, 1:15-2: 30 p.m.; and Lord,
Aeck, Sargent, 3-4: 1 5 p.m. Please not the time changes. For questions,
contact Scott Storrar, 487 -5249.
• Halloween concert
set for Oct. 26: Kevin
Miller and the EMU
Symphony Orchestra
present an entert aining
evening of astonishing
surprises and spooky
music during the annual
Halloween concert
Friday, Oct. 26, 7 p.m.,
Pease Auditorium. The
audience is invited to
come in costume.
Admission is $ 10 for

vUJ.L, -,,- .J. J,vU-. ..L
and seniors, and $6 for
children under 12. For
information, call 4872255.
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daughter walk the stage during last year's
H alloween concert. Having the audience
show up in costume is encouraged. This
year's concert is scheduled Friday, Oct. 26,
7 p.m., in Pease Au ditorium.

• Explore Eastern
scheduled Oct. 27: Eastern Michigan University's Explore Eastern is a
great way for high school stu dents, transfer stu dents and gradu ate
stu dents to learn about EMU and how an EMU education can launch the
path to their future. The next Explore Eastern event is scheduled
Satu rday, Oct. 27, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The day begins at the EMU Stu dent
Center. For more information, call 1-800-GO-TO-EMU. To register, go to
http:Uwww.emich. edyjadmissionsLLe. gister/eer�_g_,_html
• Budget information available: In order to provide a better financial
overview of the University, the office of business and finance is putting
budget and financial statement information online. Go to
www. emich. edu/bu dget/files/index.php. For questions on the budget,
contact Veda J enkins, 487-3226. For financial statements, go to
www_. emicl L edu/contt:Qller/docs/fi nanciaJs:W07. pdf. For questions abou t
financial statements, contact Doris Celian, 487 -0324.

• Thanksgiving dinner tickets on sale: Tickets for the 23rd Annual
Thanksgiving Lu ncheon are now on sale. Guests will enjoy roast turkey,
carved to order, with all the holiday trimmings Nov. 13, 1 1 a.m. and 1
p. m. , EMU Student Center Grand Ballroom. This year, tickets must be
pu rchased either in person or by phone (no e-mails). Cost is $ 12.50 for
faculty and staff, and $11 for stu dents. Tickets may be pu rchased
Monday-Friday at the following locations: Convocation Center, 1 0 a.m. to
5 p. m. ; the Student Center Ticket Office, noon to 9 p. m. ; or the Qu irk
Sponberg Theatres Ticket Office, noon to 5 p.m. All ticket offices share
the same phone number 487-2282 (as always, first-come, first-serve).
Cash, check, charge card, banner numbers and requ isitions will be
accepted. Seatings are limited for each buffet. Fifty cents from each
ticket will be donated to Food Gatherers. For more information, contact
Linda Panzica, 487-4180.
• Healthcare rates for riders: The Benefits Office announces rider rates
for 2008. These pre-tax deductions will be: for CS/FM/PS employees,
$234.28 monthly; for AC/AP/CC/PT employees, $206.51 monthly for PPO
Option 1 and $231.7 4 monthly for PPO Option 2. Enrollment forms are
due by Nov. 2. For information, contact Jeanette Hassan, 487 -3195 or
jhassan@emic h . edu.
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After more than 18 years working at a large university, mostly in department administration, I knew that I
wanted to move into a position that afforded me the opportunity to be more specialized.
I had particular experience working in research administration so, when the opportunity came up to work in
Eastern Michigan University's Office of Research Dev elopment, I jumped at the chance. As a research office
associate, I have the opportunity to help EMU faculty and staff identify funding sources and develop proposals
designed to further their research, expand their curriculum or provide service to the community. My job is a 91
balance between working in a wide range of areas while maintaining long-term relationships with people who ,
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With bachelor's and master's degrees in biology, I'm most drawn to science proposals, but I find it interesting
work in areas that are less familiar to me as well. Having that breadth in subject matter - while remaining
focused on specific tasks - is a balance that I enjoy. Combined with my MBA from Eastern, I can approach m1
from both academic and administrative perspectives.
After seven years in this position, I still get a thrill when a proposal is awarded to one of our applicants becau�
know that the resulting work not only expands the faculty member's career, but also provides for a more
comprehensive learning experi ence for our students. Each time a proposal is awarded, we increase Eastern
Michigan University's position as a prominent university to both prospective students and faculty. It's nice beir
witness to and part of the process.

